Barriers to Learning


Below is a brief review of the barriers to learning in goals, methods, materials and assessments.
	Barriers in Goals 
	Goals should be flexible and should avoid including the “how” students will demonstrate this knowledge. As a result, educators have a great deal of latitude in selecting the methods and materials they will use for the lesson.



	Barriers in Methods
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	The methods we choose to use in our classrooms can actually pose barriers to learning for some students. Think typical methods that are often used to teach in your content area. What is the learning context (location, grouping), the presentation format (oral, written) and the instructional format (lecture, reading); what skills and abilities do these require. What might the barriers in these typical methods be?



	Barriers in Materials
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	Many of the materials used to impart knowledge present barriers to learning for some students. All materials require the user to have certain skills in order for him or her to make meaning from them. For example, text requires a person to be able to decode the text. The skills required by materials can present barriers for some students.



	Barriers in Assessments
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	In order to accurately assess students, educators must first determine the goal of the assessment (the construct being measured). Doing so allows educators to determine which options may be provided in order to accurately measure the student’s ability to demonstrate the construct or goal of the assessment. A single means of assessment may prevent accurate measurement of all students' understanding. In order to avoid this, multiple options for assessment should be provided.




In this activity, you will review the lesson provided and identify the barriers to learning. 
What are the barriers in this lesson?
GOALS

METHODS

MATERIALS

ASSESSMENTS

Now, using the Educator Checklist, identify the barrier aligned to the principle, what you could do to improve/change instruction, which technology resources could be used to enhance/alter the lesson and how the resources support UDL. 
	Barriers/Missed Opportunities
	 UDL Principle
	What changes would you make to this lesson to eliminate this barrier?
	Which technology resources could be used to enhance this lesson?
	How do these resources support UDL?

	
	Principle I (Representation)

What of Learning

	
	
	

	
	Principle II (Action and Expression) 

How of Learning
	
	
	

	
	Principle III (Engagement)

Why of Learning
	
	
	


